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been for four years. * Since they came plague has been
*far from us.' They are queer creatures, often 4J feet from
tip to tip of wing. They have no tails; the babies cling
to their mothers' breast by night and day, as monkeys do.
Towards sunset the foxes fly off in pairs to nearby water,
which they only touch. By many their fleshes believed
to be a cure for short sight.

The temple which gives such a felicitous name to the
village is dedicated to Varadaraya Svami, 'the granter of
wishes,' one of the names of Vishnu. A Jain inscription
chronicles its erection by Chikka Deva Raja, who, as we
have seen, used in this building the material brought from
the demolished Jain basti of Varuna.

The outside of the temple has little of interest beyond
antiquity. The interior no non-Hindu is permitted to-
explore.

Though recent researches by the Archaeological
Department endorse this account of the origin of the
temple and tank, Dr. Buchanan, who visited the place in
1800, gives a different one. He says: ' This temple was
built by Doda Deva Raja. This person was a natural son
of Krishna Ray a, the Curtur [Raja] of Mysore, and held
the office of Dalawai between forty and fifty years. This
village was his favourite retreat, and besides the temple
he built a fine tank.'

Dr. Buchanan describes the country round as well
cultivated and supplied with small tanks; growing in the
enclosed fields were palms, sugar-cane and betel-leaf.
The people, not long before his visit, had suffered greatly
from the depredations of the Lambadis.

Pace the pride of the townsfolk in their tank and
temple, by far the most interesting objects iu the place
are at the very entrance. A group of mastikah and